Knowledge of the Amur Region Zemstvo Post Office exchange tokens of 1919.

At the end of 2021, | prepared for publication the 1st volume of "Kardakov's Legacy". It was dedicated to Nikolai
Kardakoff - a man of many talents: entomologist, lepidopterist, collector, eminent authority and dealer in
Russian paper money, and his main work in numismatic field: "The catalogue of banknotes of Russia and the
Baltic countries of 1769-1950."

This catalog was issued in 1953 and remains the best systemic catalogue for paper money issues in Russia. This
is confirmed by numerous private reprinting of the book and seems to have earned him a lasting fame in
collectors' society.

The circulating PDF copy of this catalog was very low quality, despite the fact that it’s still a rarity. Those | made
an attempt to restore it by making analogous translation into English, so it can be published as a first ever e-
catalog.

The 2nd volume, which will be published in few monthes, is a tribute to Kardakoff’s life. It will consist of
analogous translation to English his articles, the multiple memorabilia items and articles dedicated to him.

One of these articles was found in the Rossica Society archives and presented to me by Steve Volis [Rossica
Society], and formed the foundation of the following article.

Knowledge of the Amur stamps of 1919 based on a letter from Nikolai Kardakoff to Carl Schmidt.

Translated from the article by Ortwin Greis “Knowledge of the Amur stamps of 1919 based on a letter from
Nikolai Kardakoff to Carl Schmidt”:
The Zemstvo collectors repeatedly take a critical and curious look at the Amur Region Zemstvo Postal stamps
(Fig. 1): critical because of the late issue date of 1919 and because of the non-European place of issue in the
Amur region, enquiring because the words " Amypckoe O6nactHoe 3emctBo, MOYTA” (Amur Region Zemstvo.
The POST OFFICE), " can be found on these stamps, but so far, we have not found any stamps or corresponding
documents that have been mailed and cancelled by post. Nevertheless, Carl Schmidt included these Amur
stamps in his Handbook on the Zemstvo Stamps of Russia [1] but writes in the introduction that these stamps
were probably prepared as postage stamps but were ultimately used only as emergency money.

¥

LA pusit




Eig. 1: Front and back of the Amur Region Zemstvo Post Office exchange tokens (Pick S1-S4), 1919. From Ortwin Greis Collection

In Carl Schmidt's copy of his book [1], there is van original letter from Nikolai Kardakoff to Carl Schmidt as a
supplement to the treatise on the Amur stamps, in which Kardakoff contributes to the explanation of the nature
of these controversial "Zemstvo Post Office stamps" as small denomination paper currency exchange tokens by
means of an essay from the work of Pogrebetsky [2]. Because of the importance of this typewritten letter in
Rus-sian, | would like to reproduce this letter directly below and attach a translation into English. [3]

PA3MBHHHE MAPHM AMVYPCHATO OBJNACTHOTO 3EMCTEA.

{ALH.Morpetenkili. Jerewsoe ofpameHie u peHemude adHaku JaneHAro BocToka
| aa nepion Bolnd M pesoapnin, I0I4-1924., Xapouu I1024)

.212-213. Hagzaaoch OH, YTO NpeiNpHHMMASMOE M3 HTie NEHeHMHHdX 3HAKOB
MECTHYX Bulycekob raabHod nbEapw umbio yuuduuuposaHie JeHeR-
Holl CcreTeMd K Npetekado BO3IMOHMHOCTE MADRLLIEABHO C NPOHCXO-
NANUM OPONSCCOM M3'ATLA NPOM3BOAWTE HOBHAS BHIYCKM B o0pa-

) mNeHle OeHEeXHHHX CYPpoTraToB.

dagTHUeckH IBJao ofcTosdo coBchs He Tak. OpHod pykoR yeTpaHAs ¢ pHHKA

JeHexHde Cypporard, Ipyrod pykol, BCABLCTBie yrayoJABUarocA JeHEeHMHE-

I'C KpH3KMCA, N[KXOLMAOCE BHOBE HACHMATE DHHOK [OHEMHHMY 3HaKaMd BHE 3a-

KoHHArCO NOpoMcxoxzenia. ModHoe oTeyrereie B O0JMACTHM MEJRHX PAdMBHHHX

LOHOHHHX 3HAKOB M MeJAKoM OuAdoHHOW Wi WBELHOKW MOHEeTd BHHYJMAC AMypCKRYD

OGJAECTHY® 38MCKYD YnpaBy co cpenuHs 1819 rofla NpUETYOXTE K BHIYCKY CBO

HX 3SMCKHX MADOK IOCTOMHCTBOM: opaHmeBwe DO kofl. ,kopMdYHende - B I pyoa

ZeileHde - B 3 pyGJad M CHHis - B pyoaed.

Bamyck 8 ofpameHie aTHX Mapox MpouACXOonW Mo gexkadps 1918 roza.
Ofmas cymwa BHNycka jsocTuraa I8.000.000 pyGhaeit. 3emckie mapku AMEDT
JopMy oCmMeroCyHapCTBEHHAX CephoBHX MApok, H& OCODOTHOA cropoHk nudpol
NpOCTABJASHO JOCTOMHCTEO NeHHOI MB8pPKH, & Ha JAWNeBod Hameuaraso: "Auyp-
ckoe OGimeTHoe 3esmcTe0", "moura", "GyMMma MADEMA" M "BHOYCKASeTCA HA OCHO
paHiM n.5 eT.2 3aKoHA I7-ro ipua I9I ronae"; kpoMd Toro, Goi H3oGpaxeH
repCépdit otnacTy. 3

Mapku 3eMcTBa HMBJIM WXDOKOe DACGNPOCTpAHEHie B OOJECTH M OXOTHO
NDMHAMBAKCE K&K HGCceJdeHiew, T&k ¥ TOPLywmAMN KATalnauu, ;

Brioea®ncrein npu Ma3’ATiv M3 ofpameslA aTHX MADOK TCH TNEeBAABBANLMN
B 1920 romy Mx npej’ABaeHo GHa0 K oOmEHy ( Ha Oyjepkn @ BCero Ha CyMMy
- 4,952,070 pyoael, T.e. Jqunp 27,5% ofmel CywmmH BHIyCKA.

OcTadlock WX HA pYyKax y HacedeHiAa wmim 0200 YHMMTOMEHO NMpPH PAsHHX
O0CGTOATSABCTBAX HE CyMMy 0K0JO I3 MuaboHOB pydaei.

OrmBuaemMoe fABJeHie - HeIHAUNTARABHOCTE Open»dABjeHid k oCMBHY - Hal-
JeRUT Of'ACHHTE: - [0 MepBHX, MeJKUM NOCTOMHCTBOM 3THX MADOK, BO BTO-
pHX, HESHAYKTEABHOCTEY KyDCa MGHCKHHX 3H8KOB B MOMEHT oOMBHA M, HAKO-
Hel], - MaJdM paaMBpoM ¥ GHETpPOTOM HU3HaUMBAHIA, 4TO CNOCOCCTBOBRNOD yTe—|
pE wan NpHBeleHin B HeTOOHOCTE.

ApuMiyaHie:

coofMaeMH: TEKCT, Kak W BCH KHMIE B NONMMHHUKE OTHeYaTaH& MO HoBOM}
opforpadin, & noToMmy M NOpPM LHUTHPOBAHIM TEKCTOB HE MADHAX,Y llorpeteuka-
ro Takwe jponymesxa XEA® Hosas opjorpadisa. IbJjaw aTy OTOBODKY B BHOY TO-
ro, 4TC A NPHBOXKY TeKCT U3 KWMLK [lorpefeukarc no eTapod oplorpadld,Ho
gea "epos", & u3oOpameHie TEKCTOB MpU3HAW JHIE T8K, K&K OHM &CTh" HE
npouMBHAA HEKAKUX "cTuaeid".

2 H. Hapnawos

Eig. 2: Letter from Nikolai Kardakoff to Carl Schmidt about the Exchange tokens of the the Amur region Zemstvo

Parallel translation of the letter from Fig. 2:



Exchange tokens of the the Amur region Zemstvo
(A. 1. Pogrebetsky, "Money circulation and banknotes in the Far East at the time of War and Revolution, 1914-
1924", Harbin (1924)

pp. 212-213. Apparently, the main reason for the withdrawal of banknotes was the unification of the
monetary system, while at the same time this process prevented the possibility of
putting new money surrogates into circulation.

However, it was quite different. If, on the one hand, you take money surrogates off the market, on the other
hand, you must supply the market with banknotes that are not quite legal, as (otherwise) the monetary crisis
will intensify. The complete absence of small change in the form of alloy or copper coins forced the Zemstvo
administration of the Amur region from mid-1919 to issue its own Zemstvo stamps with the following
denominations: 50 kopecks - orange, 1 ruble - brown, 3 rubles - green and 5 rubles - blue.

These stamps were issued until December 1919, with a total value of 18 million rubles. These Zemstvo stamps
are like the state revenue stamps. The numeric values are indicated on the reverse, while the following text is
on the front: “Amypckoe O6nactHoe 3emctBo” (Amur Region Zemstvo), “nouta” (the post office); "cymma
mapkmn" (stamp valuation) and “BbinyckaeTca Ha OCHOBaHiKM N. 5. cT. 2 3aKoHa 17 itoHs 1917 r.” (issued based on
paragraph5, Article 2 of the Law of June 17, 1917). Furthermore, the coat of armsof the Amur region is depicted.

These Zemstvo stamps were widely used in the area and were willingly received by both the population and
Chinese traders.

During the subsequent devaluation in 1920, only an amount of 4,952,070 Rubles, corresponding to 27.5%,
was exchanged to money of the Far Eastern Republic when this transitional currency was collected and
exchanged.

These stamps worth 13 million Rubles, either remained in the hands of the population or were destroyed on
various occa-sions.

The fact that only such a small number of stamps were exchanged can be explained in this way: firstly, the
low denominations of these stamps, secondly, the low exchange value at that time and, ultimately, small size
and rapid wear and tear, which led to their loss or uselessness.

Note:
This excerpt as well as the entire book was originally printed according to the NEW orthography. Pogrebetsky
therefore also used them when he reproduced the text on the stamps. | make this stipulation, since | cite the
text according to the old orthography of Pogrebetsky’s book, but without "epos” (b). The fonts have been
adopted as is, without applying any “styles”.

N. Kardakoff.

But now | would also like to take the opportunity to inform the readers about Kardakoff, who was also proposed
as a candidate for the Nobel Prizein 1956 [4]. Here is also some information about lol’son and Pogrebetsky, who
are certainly among the greatest connoisseurs of Russian banknote science (bonistics).

Nikolay Ivanovich Kardakov in Russia 1885-1921; and Nikolai Kardakoff, in Germany 1922-1973, was born on
01.01.1885 in Kardakovskaya, Vyatka Governorate. Nikolay Kardakov studied biology at Perm University with a
focus on entomology and butterflies. In 1909 he became a member of the Russian Entomological Society. In
1917-1918 Kardakov was a member of the military units under Admiral Kolchak. From 1919-1921 he was again
professionally active in the establishment and expansion of the entomological collections of the Far East
(Khabarovsk State Museum).



In his spare time, he also dealt intensively with paper money or banknotes
(bonistics, notaphily). It was precisely this knowledge that ena-bled him to be sent
to Berlinin1922 on the in-structions of F. Chuchin as a representative of the Soviet
Philatelic Association (SFA=C®A) of the All-Union Society of Philatelists
(VOF=BO®) and Philintern (Philatelic International). His task there was to establish
contacts in order to find sales markets for all kinds of collectible items such as
stamps, banknotes, postcards, etc. The reason for this was the procurement of
1 _ foreign currency for the ailing system of Russia's post-revolutionary government.

h Cobemcrku | [3]
| houerpuorie

e - ' Fig. 3: Journal “Soviet Collector” #10-12, 1929 of the SFA of VOF and the Philintern (CoBeTckuii

— - Koanekunonep #10-12,1929. OpraH CPA BOP u duauHTepHa).

For Kardakoff, the assignment to Berlin was the stroke of luck of his country par excellence. Soon he was able
to regain a foothold in Berlin, working mainly at the Entomological Institute of the Kaiser-Wilhelm-Gesellschaft
in Berlin-Dahlem, atthe Berlin Natural History Museum and later at the German Academy of Sciences. He retired
in 1951 for health reasons but remainedin Berlinand died there in 1973. In addition to his professional activities,
he always found time for his hobby, the banknote study of Russia and the Baltic States. Particularly well-known
in these two catalogues [5, 6]. Among his Berlin acquaintances was Carl Schmidt. When he was working on the
chapter on Amur stamps for his Handbook of Russian Stamps [1], he received from Kardakoff the letter shown
above.

The destiny of his co-author lol’son of their catalogue [5] was far worse than Kardakoff's. Leo Maksimovich
lol’son (/leeB MakcumoBuy MonbcoH) was born in Vilnius in 1891. After his university studies, he became a
professor at the Institute of Nonferrous Metals in Moscow. In his hobby — banknote study — he became the
authority par excellence in Russia in the 1920s, documented by numerous publications (including [5]).
Unfortunately for lol’son, he did not emigrate but stayed behind in Vladivostok, a decision that would cost him
his life during the GreatPurge. He was charged with espionage and executed on April 8, 1938 — and rehabilitated
post-humously in 1957.

We know even less about Alexander lllarionovich Pogrebetsky (Anekcanap Nnnaprnonosuy MNorpebeuknin) (4],
although his work [2] is the best that can be read about banknotes in the Far East. Pogrebetsky (1891-1952) held
important positions: Head of Banking and Financial Administration in Irkutsk, Manager of the Financial Authority
of the Provisional Government of the Far East, member of the Zemstvo Administration of the Coastal Region
and member of the Finance Committee and the Constituent National Assembly of the Far Eastern Republic. This
shows the competence on which his work [2] is based.

Whatever one thinks about the Amur stamps, they are always worth collecting. At the same time, they also
open the door to bonistics for us philatelists, an areathat attracts far more atten-tion in Russia than in Germany.

The surviving letters of Kardakoff

Thanks to the surviving letters of Kardakoff [10], it is possible to dispel the established myths about his arrival
in Germany and his disdain for the Soviet Philatelic Association (SFA).

First appeared in the publications by M. Gleyzer [9] in late 1970-s, this unfair information is still widely cited.



N. Kardakoff 24 ampbas I93Ir.

Hauyan & @ b:o.uﬁe:cmgoaaﬂia IEeHexH.3HAKOoB ¥ CoOMpadA JNAHHHE [0

H X BHETYCRY, Meropinm ¥ koHub, a Teneps NOoACHpa®D M3 ODIMUIAJBHHA ABHHUX,

Fig.4 &PXVBHAX ROKYMEHTOB, JUTEPETyPHUX M HAYUHHX cTaTed BCef 4YTO Kacaerca
PYCCKHX NEHEHHHUX 3HAKOEB. floury aa 12 JALT paCoTH OfHAE KOJMIeKIiA Hacudu-

THsaeT onodo 8000 pasaAuuHIX 3IHEKOB, OTHOocamuxca k Pocein, ABAAACE Ta-
kMM OOpazoM mepsoid B Miph NGO KOJAMYECTBY ¥ BSDOATHO KAUECTBY /aT0 A 3H

¥3 CoToCTapdeH1s MaHKOAWCTOB M MO OT3dBaM cneyisancros/. Byayuw cem ¢
aja. A OpoabJed BeCk NyTh 0T HReBCHATO BO3CTAHIA Baamy ORB ‘
T02Ir. xorne wopes /Juepes [ekaon/ npi%xasa B lepwaniv, rad 3aHUMAACE B
GrOM DHTOMOMOCMZECKOM WHCTIMIVTS B KaYecTBb JeNuAoNTepojora, A H
0CTHBW], & JMIE DasBud ABATEABHOCTb MO M3yuerlsd DyCCKMX ASHEHH.SHAKOB.
Onuo BpeMa wMba 1o 300-1 xoppecnong&uroai ¥ CKYNWI DAL uomnsguin. Mo
koadekiin xorha Ooio KJIMTE [aHe Miinzkabinet DEH KaiiﬁrEFE%a%E%cg H]:?_‘
seum, AHPEKTOD KOTOD&rO npoj.Regling HASHBAST MOD HOJMISKL Kk Leck-

£ n

Fig. 4 shows the quote from first page of a two-page typewritten letter Kardakoff sent to Professor M. Bernadsky
in Paris on April 24, 1931 where Kardakoff was going right to the source for information on some Civil War scrip
he had in his collection.

Professor M. Bernadsky was born inKievin 1876 and died in Paris in 1943. Bernadsky had served as the Minister
of Finances of the Provisional Government, and later as the Chief of the Finance Administration in the Denikin’s
and Wrangel’s governments. In 1918 he cooperated with the Central Rada in Ukraine. He was a signatory of the
banknotes of the Highest Command of the Armed Forces of the South of Russia.

Dear Professor! | always read your interesting articlesin “Vozrozhdenie” (Renaissance) on financial subjects with
great pleasure, and | completely agree with your thoughts on the Bolsheviks’ financial-economic experiments,
which will undoubtedly lead to the political collapse of the Soviets.

By the time this letter was composed, Kardakoff’s collection had reached approximately 6,000 items of Russian
paper money, in addition to a large number of documents bearing on this subject. At one point he had up to
300 correspondents, and had bought quite a few collections outright.

From this April 24th letter we learn the following: Coming from the Urals, | traveled the en-tire route from the
Izhevsk Uprising to Vladivostok in 1921. Thence by sea /via Ceylon/ | came to Germany, where | work as a
lepidopterist for the German Entomological Institute... (see Fig.4)

In another letter to Bernadsky dated May 18, 1931, Kardakoff shared his disdain for the Soviet Philatelic
Association (SFA) and its money-grubbing nature.

He had given two Russian paper money bills to Bernadsky in his previous missive as a gift, but the latter had
returned it, so Kardakoff sent them right back along with a copy of his dog-eared, notated Catalog of Russian
Paper Money. Then he proceeded to unload on his former Soviet “employer.”

This catalog was my work, [compiled] when | received from the SFA [authorization to be] the representative for
paper money sales. This catalog cannot be trusted, because | did not write it (the valuations) in the interests
of the SFA; in any event | just completely used the Association. The fact is there are many utter idiots sitting
there in the SFA. They failed to understand that | could not put in valuations that would benefit their interests,
and soon they sold off all of their rare items for mere pennies. Now the SFA has nothing leftin the way of material
[to sell]. Either by means of some investigation or they just found out that | wasn’t their “field of berries,” they
roughly stripped me of the representative job. In any event, this catalog can serve as a brief handbook of sorts



for those groups and formations that emitted “their own money” from 1915 to 1927. (N.B. Emphasis by the
author.)

At first glance, this activity might seem rather duplicitous on Kardakoff’s part, but he had absolutely no love for
the Soviet regime, and no compunction about selling the SFA down the river to avoid furthering their own ends.

A few years later, he would have cause to love the Soviets even less. Nikolai Kardakoff had a younger brother,
Andrey (also an entomologist), who in 1938 was accused of spying for the Japanese and executed. In addition
to that, his friend Leo lol’son was also shot that same year for the same “crime.”

In 1930, after the Rossika Society first emergedin Yugoslavia Kardakoff joined it and began writing for its journal
on paper money topics, using the pseudonym “Rosber,” standing for “Poccuiickuin BepnmHen” (a Russian
Berliner).

Nikolai Ivanovich Kardakoff (Head of the Numismatic and Scrip Section) was made as Honored Member of
Rossika by Eugene Arkhangel’skiy on 14 April 1937 for his contributions to Russian scripophily. [11].

He passed away, still in Berlin, on 7 March 1973.
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